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We are well on our way to spring, but will still experience several days of cold weather, with a promise of our 
first rains. 

Sadly our roads are in bad condition, and most storm water drains are  still blocked. We urge residents to 
report such issues immediately, and hopefully JRA will attend to these issues as soon as possible, before the 
heavy rains start.

City Parks has been pruning our pavement trees and the branches left on the pavements will be collected as 
soon as possible.

Thank you goes to the JMPD officer 
who attended to the matter of trucks 
being parked on the pavement on 
Shamroc Ave. 

The owners verbally attacked me, 
but arrogant people parking trucks 
illegally, are like water off a ducks 
back.  Rather 500 happy residents 
verses 2 unhappy residents.

Email: courier@hot.co.za
Cell: 082 561 0063 (Wolfgang)

“Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is success.” – 
Henry Ford

https://www.facebook.com/VornaValleyRA/
https://twitter.com/valleyvorna
http://www.vvra.co.za
mailto:info%40vvra.co.za?subject=VVRA%20Newsletter%20response
mailto:courier@hot.co.za


Pikitup is again having issues in delivering their services, and have to come back the next day to complete their waste 
collections.  Many complexes were left with their skips not being emptied on time.  If more people would start recycling, they 
would have less waste in their Pikitup bins.  REMINDER:  Wednesdays is Phambili Services recycling collection day.

If you have bulky waste like old beds, cupboards etc, that are to large to place in your waste bin, please send an email to: 
midrand_bulkserv@pikitup.co.za with a detailed list of what you need collected.  Pikitup do bulk waste collections once a 
month.
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Overflowing sewerage drains have been a major issue this past month and we urge residents not to throw foreign objects 
down their toilets or drains, which is the reason drains get block. 

A few water leaks and leaking water meters occurred this past month.

J Water

Pikitup

A few areas in Vorna Valley were left without power a few times, but no load shedding again. 

Sadly power boxes are still being opened forcefully by contractors and many of them are so damaged, they can not close 
anymore.

City Power

We would like to thank the complexes that are already contributing towards the running costs of the LPR cameras and 
Hawkeye Security who also contributes towards them.

If there is a resident or company that would also like to sponsor the monthly running cost, every cent helps, please contact 
info@vvra.co.za or on whatsapp on 082 460 8662 (Marianne). 

VVRA LPR Camera Project

We would like to thank all those residents who made the effect of attending the VVRA AGM via zoom. 

We would like to thank Mark Straw for his time as a committee member, as he has stepped down, and we wish you well.  And 
we would like to welcome Wendy Redl onboard as a committee member going forward.

Thank you also goes to Hein de Kock, Paul Veltman,  and Varushka Singh for staying on for another year.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated.

And last but not least, thank you to all our sponsors - Wendy Redl, Platinum, Firzt and Heaven’s Kitchen for their sponsorship 
towards our cleaner.

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” – Helen Keller   So let us not allow people to dived us in the hope 
to make us weak.......

If you see something, report it asap.  All call logging details on last page of this newsletter.

VVRA AGM

mailto:midrand_bulkserv%40pikitup.co.za?subject=Bulk%20Waste%20Collection
mailto:midrand_bulkserv%40pikitup.co.za?subject=Bulk%20Waste%20Collection
mailto:midrand_bulkserv%40pikitup.co.za?subject=Bulk%20Waste%20Collection


Advertisements
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Burt Financial Advisory ( Pty) Ltd  is a company 
that provides a wide range of Professional 
Accounting,Taxation, Auditing and Consulting 
services.Incorporated under The Companies Act 
71 of 2008 and it began its operations in July 2019. 
We have a team of consultants who have over 
20 years combined experience across different 
sectors.We aim  to differentiate our services from 
our competitor’s through offering customised 
services as per the needs of the specific clients. As 
BFA we want our clients to comply with all relevant 
legislation and avoid any business expenses due to 
non-compliance. 

Contact details: 0812431588 or                           
Burtkhoza@gmail.com



Council News
Townhouse complexes get shock bills in August.

Seems numerous townhouse complexes got extremely high bills for August some with sewer charges of over R 1 million. COJ is claiming it has made an error in 
its application of its own tariffs. And thus backdating there charges for a number of years and lumping them onto the August bills. And to top it all off sending out 
press releases it will cut services to all customers that do not settle their bills or make arrangements. 
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Advertisements

5



A reminder that recycling is compulsory. Phambili Services collect recycling in Vorna Valley on behalf of Pikitup, every Wednesday. If you are not yet recycling with 
Phambili, please contact marianne@phambiliservices.co.za via email or via whatsapp on 082 460 8662 so that we can make the necessary arrangements.

Phambili Services supply blue bags and collect weekly. All recycling material goes into one bag.  (Paper, Cardboard, Magazines & Newspapers, Plastics, Glass, 
Bottles, Milk and Juice Cartons, Cans, Jars.

Phambili Services now also place informal reclaimers into complexes to do the recycling on their behalf.  Phambili then buys back all the recycling they collect, 
taking them to the depot to weigh and pay. This will hopefully take many of the informal reclaimers off the streets and afford them a monthly income.

If you would like your complex to join this project, please email your details to marianne@phambiliservices.co.za, so that Phambili can come and setup your 
complex with a picker to start your recycling.

Recycling
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The following summary is from Witt and Luke (2017):

Description:  Annual herb (0.5–2 m tall); stems green, purple or brown, hairy to hairless; 
single stem divides into two branches, both of which again divide into two branches as 
they grow, and so on.

Origin:  Unclear, but probably tropical America.

Reason for Introduction: Ornament and accidentally as a contaminant.

Invades: Roadsides, railways, disturbed land, wasteland, fallow land, crops, managed 
pasture, drainage ditches, woodland edges/gaps, lowlands, gullies and dry riverbeds.

Impacts:  Competes aggressively with native plants and crops, forming dense 
monospecific stands. Infestations in the USA have resulted in a 56% yield loss in cotton. 
Yields of soybean plants growing within a distance of 1.2 m from a thorn apple plant 
are significantly reduced demonstrating the allelopathic impacts of this weed. In 
Spain, competition from thorn apple in irrigated maize has reduced yields by 56%. D. 
stramonium is also an alternative host for several pests and pathogens of solanaceous 
crops. Toxic to people, horses, cattle, sheep, pigs and chickens thorn apple has gained 
notoriety as a plant that is used by people to commit suicide.

From: https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/18006#tosummaryOfInvasiveness

Photos from : https://www.environment.co.za/weeds-invaders-alien-vegetation/alien-invasive-plants-list-for-south-africa.html

Invasive Plants, Trees, Birds

Spear thistle ( Cirsium vulgare (Sa vi) Ten.; 
family Asteraceae) is a troublesome weed 
which occurs world-wide. Because of its 
prickly nature, animals cannot graze near 
the plant; subsequently the value of the 
grazing is reduced. The weed also rapidly 
proliferates on abandoned lands and 
otherwise disturbed soil, and competes 
with various crops.

Although the name scotch thistle has 
become generally adopted in South Africa, 
this creates much confusion since another 
thistle species. Onopordium acanthium L., is 
also known by the same  common name in 

the USA. Therefore the name_spear thistle is strongly recommended - 
in fact the plant is known as spear thistle throughout the world.

Spear thistle is so prickly that animals cannot graze near the plant. Since 
a fully grown leaf rosette can cover an area of 0,35 m2, the presence of 
the plant drastically reduces the carrying capacity of the veld. In lands 
it competes with crops, but does not cause such serious losses as in 
the case of grazing. In South Africa it is also variously known as bull 
thistle. black thistle or plume thistle. Commonly used Afrikaans names 
are ‘speerdissel’, ‘skotse dissel’ ‘mak dissel’, ‘skaapdissel’, ‘disseldoring’ 
and ‘(wilde) karmedik’. 

From: https://www.arc.agric.za/arc-ppri/Leaflets%20Library/
Spear%20Thistle.pdf 
Photos from: http://pza.sanbi.org/cirsium-vulgare

Datura 
stramonium

(jimsonweed)

Cirsium vulgare 
(Savi) Ten.(spear 
thistle )

X. spinosum is a highly invasive plant 
classified as one of the world’s worst 
weeds, and is now widely distributed 
throughout many regions of the world, 
where it is a common agricultural and 
pasture weed and a declared noxious 
species in many countries. Originating 
in South America, it has spread widely, 
probably via its spiked seeds which 
attach to animals and clothing or are a 
contaminant of hay or other products. 
It produces prolific amounts of seed 
that germinate easily. X. spinosum can 

quickly dominate large areas, outcompeting crops, forage plants and native flora. Control is possible but requires significant 
effort. There is considerable ongoing research into various methods including biological control.

From: https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/56863#tosummaryOfInvasiveness

Xanthium 
spinosum 
(Burrweed)

Boetebossie 
[Afrikaans]
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https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/18006%23tosummaryOfInvasiveness
https://www.environment.co.za/weeds-invaders-alien-vegetation/alien-invasive-plants-list-for-south-africa.html
https://www.arc.agric.za/arc-ppri/Leaflets%2520Library/Spear%2520Thistle.pdf
https://www.arc.agric.za/arc-ppri/Leaflets%2520Library/Spear%2520Thistle.pdf
http://pza.sanbi.org/cirsium-vulgare
https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/56863%23tosummaryOfInvasiveness


Would you like to place an ad in our monthly Newsletter?

Half Page : R400/month 

Full Page : R800/month 

Please contact info@vvra.co.za

Quarter Page : R200/month.

Small Ad : R85/month

Small Ad : R50/month

Small Ad : R35/month

Small Ad : R50/month
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Advertisement Pricing
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Where to log calls


